
TO: John McDonough, City Manager

FROM: Keith Sanders, Fire Chief

DATE: September 22, 2016 for submission on the Agenda of the October 4, 2016 City
Council Meeting

ITEM: Adoption of Fulton County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

Background

Staff was recently notified by the Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security
Agency (GEMHSA) and Fulton County that the county’s Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation
Plan has been approved by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and is ready
for adoption by the municipalities within the county.

Discussion

Hazard mitigation is the effort to reduce loss of life and property by lessening the impact of
disasters. It is most effective when implemented under a comprehensive, long-term mitigation
plan. State, tribal, and local governments engage in hazard mitigation planning to identify risks
and vulnerabilities associated with natural disasters, and develop long-term strategies for
protecting people and property from future hazard events. Plans must be developed at the
County level and are then adopted by the municipalities within the county. Plans identify
potential Hazard Mitigation Actions that would be eligible for funding should a disaster occur and
mitigation funds made available. The City is not required to implement any of the Hazard
Mitigation Actions identified in Table 13 of the plan.

Communities are required by federal guidelines to have a plan in order to apply for or receive a
Mitigation Grant. These grants can augment local mitigation activities already being done.
Ultimately, these actions reduce vulnerability and communities are able to recover more quickly
from disasters.

The new plan was completed and transmitted to GEMA in December 2015.  The plan was then
reviewed and edited by GEMA and transmitted to FEMA in June 2016.  The plan was approved
by FEMA in August 2016, pending adoption by the County and municipalities (see attached
letter from FEMA).

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends adoption of the Fulton County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan to
preserve eligibility for mitigation grant funds, including disaster relief funding.
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Alternatives

Council could choose not to adopt the Fulton County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard
Mitigation Plan thereby endangering the City’s eligibility for mitigation grant funds
including disaster relief.

Financial Impact

If the Fulton County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan is not adopted, the City
stands to be ineligible for federal assistance for mitigation programs, including disaster
relief and response, such as experienced as a result of the 2009 floods.

Attachment

1. Letter from Terry K. Dunn, Hazard Mitigation Division Director, Georgia
Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency.

2. Resolution formally adopting Fulton County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation
Plan.

3. Fulton County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan- Sandy Springs, as
approved by FEMA.
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RESOLUTION NO. _______1
STATE OF GEORGIA2
COUNTY OF FULTON3

4

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF SANDY SPRINGS ADOPTION OF THE 20165
FULTON COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN PURSUANT TO6

THE DISASTER MITIGATION ACT OF 20007

WHEREAS, the Federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (“DMA”) provides the legal framwork for8
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) mitigation, planning requirements for9
state, local, and tribal governments as a condition of mitigation grant assistance; and10

WHEREAS, the DMA requires that states as a condition of disaster assistance, with support11
from local governmental agencies, develop hazard mitigation plans to prepare for and reduce12
the potential natural hazards and is intended to faciltate cooperation between state and local13
authorities; and14

WHEREAS, the Atlanta-Fulton County Emergency Management Agency (“AFCEMA”) serves as15
the leading coordinating agency for mitigation planning and coordinates with the Hazard16
Mitigation Planning Committee (“HMPC”); and17

WHEREAS, AFCEMA through County Code, Chapter 130 (Sections 130.1 to 130.30) is18
designated as the Emergency Management Agency for Fulton County; and19

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Fulton County Multi-Jurisdictional Plan is to identify and address20
certain vulnerabilities that exist prior to and during a disaster in Fulton County; and21

WHEREAS, through a comprehensive planning process and risk assessment, the plan creates22
a unified approach all Fulton County communities for dealing with identified hazards and23
associated risk issues and serves as a guide for local governments in their ongoing efforts to24
reduce community vulnerabilities; anf25

WHEREAS, Fulton County submitted its Multjurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan to FEMA  and26
FEMA determined that the County’s Multijuridictional Mitigation Plan acceptable in September27
2016; and28

WHEREAS, DMA requires local hazard mitigation plans be formally adopted by the governing29
body of each participating jurisdiction within Fulton County.30

WHEREAS, in 2016, AFCEMA made certain revisions to the hazard mitigatuon plan (“201631
Fulton County Multijurisdicitional  Hazard Mitigation Plan”) based upon the hazard mitigation32
assistance planning guidelines provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency33
(“FEMA); and34

WHEREAS, federal regulations that 2016 Fulton County Multijurisdictional Plan be formally35
adopted by the City of Sandy Springs; and36

WHEREAS, the City of Sandy Springs desires to accept the 2016 Hazard Mitigation Plan37
revised by AFCEMA based on the hazard mitigation assistance planning guidelines provided by38
FEMA  for the purpose of ensuring mitigation and preparedness from natural hazards.39
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that on this 4th day of October, 2016 the City Council40
of the City of Sandy Springs is directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to the Atlanta-41
Fulton County Emergency Management Agency.42

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall be effective upon its adoption, and that43
all resolutions and parts of resolutions in conflict with this Resolution are hereby repealed to44
extent of conflict.45

Approved:46

47

48

49

Russell K. Paul, Mayor50

Attest:51

52

53

54

Michael Casey, City Clerk55

56
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