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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF

Office of the Chief Office of the Chief 

When I think back on the year 2014, I can’t help but recall its dramatic start. 

Our new Mayor and Council had barely been sworn in by the time two win-

ter storms paralyzed our city. To say that I was proud of the way the Sandy 

Springs Police Department performed during those difficult days would be 

the ultimate understatement. The men and women who work for SSPD rose 

up to the challenge, working long hours to aid stranded motorists, transport 

folks who needed medical care, checking in on our less mobile residents, and 

one of my guys assisted in the birth of a baby whose parents couldn’t make it 

to the hospital in time! It was an unforgettable couple of weeks, but it set the 

stage for a year full of many other significant highlights and accomplishments. 

In an effort to keep our staff healthy and in their best physical condition, 

we opened our own Fitness Center with state-of-the-art equipment. This 

facility was funded by drug money seizures.

Additional equipment residents may encounter on the road include our 

SSRV trucks which are designed to help residents with roadside problems. 

Manned by a police officer and Citizens on Patrol volunteers who have re-

ceived additional training, the Sandy Springs Emergency Response Vehicle, 

Chief Ken DeSimone chats 

with Sandy Springs residents 

during the National Night Out 

annual public safety event.

The culture of a police department is derived from its leadership. As the Chief of Police, 

Ken DeSimone sets a tone that makes his officers proud to serve the City of Sandy Springs.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
is a Ford F350 truck outfitted to be a first responder 

for motorists along streets. We’ve also re-designed the 

patrol car branding to establish uniformity and easy 

recognition. 

Behind the scenes, or literally behind the crime 

scenes, we added a 3-dimensional laser scanner that has 

already helped with investigations in our Department, as 

well as in surrounding jurisdictions and on cases we’re 

working on in conjunction with the FBI.

In the community, we took the opportunity to inter-

act with our residents and business community by par-

ticipating in a number of events including the Georgia 

Special Olympics Polar Plunge, Torch Run, Tip-a- Cop and 

Opening Ceremonies for the Special Olympics summer 

games. We also hosted the Sandy Springs Police Benev-

olent Fund Annual Golf Tournament which raised more 

than $41,000 to help public safety employees in need. 

Looking ahead, my vision as chief is to continue to 

lead one of the best police departments in the country 

by consistently striving to improve through extensive 

training of our current employees (both sworn and non-

sworn) and recruiting the best talent to complement  

our staff.
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Whether driving along one of the city’s streets on a daily commute, or heading 

out to spend a little time relaxing and recreating, residents and visitors alike 

cross paths with the Sandy Springs Police Department’s Patrol Officers every 

day. Be sure to say “hi” when you run into one of our dedicated team of 133 

sworn officers, which include uniformed street patrol officers, plain-clothes 

officers, and detectives working in every district of the city. Many of the 

officers have been with the Department since its inception, enhancing their 

knowledge of the community and strengthening their network of resources. 

 Working around the clock, operations are coordinated by two geograph-

ically differentiated districts (north and south), each divided into four patrol 

zones. The Patrol Division is complemented by a Criminal Investigation Divi-

sion and a Special Operations Division (comprised of Street Crimes, Traffic, K9 

and Specialized Investigations Units). Each team contributes their specific ar-

eas of expertise and collaborates with the others to prevent and solve crimes. 

In 2014 and 2015, we saw an overall decrease in crime, along with many other 

accomplishments, generating recognition for the Police Department. 

An SSPD Traffic Officer teams up 

with a Fulton County Sheriff’s 

Deputy as they prepare to direct 

traffic during rush hour. 

Sandy Springs was recently recognized as one of the safest communities in Georgia thanks 

to the dedication of the officers in uniform at the Sandy Springs Police Department.
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Some crimes occur in the public eye 

with witnesses, camera footage and 

other abundant evidence to bring 

the perpetrator to justice. But when a 

crime occurs in the shadows, it’s the 

officers of the Criminal Investigation 

Division (CID) who are tasked with de-

termining who committed the crime 

and gathering the evidence required 

to prosecute them. They are aided in 

this process by their strong relation-

ship with the District Attorney’s office, 

which enables the Division to build 

solid, prosecutable cases. 

Ten CID Detectives are cross-

trained to investigate a wide variety 

of criminal activity including crimes 

against persons and property crimes. 

They are supported by a team of 

Crime Scene Investigators who 

utilize the latest technology 

and techniques to reconstruct 

events as they happened at the 

scene of a crime.

Dedication is an important 

value of the Criminal Investiga-

tions Division with eighty percent 

of the team working for SSPD since 

its inception, and Detectives and 

Investigators available to respond to 

incidents at any time of the day or 

night.

In 2014, SSPD saw the expansion 

of the Division’s Victims Advocacy 

program with additional resources al-

located for counseling and assistance. 

A dedicated employee is now available 

to victims, providing assistance in ap-

Operations | Criminal Investigations Division

CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGATIONS 
DIVISION

plying for State support programs and 

obtaining temporary protective orders.

During 2014 and 2015, the 

Division had a 100 percent clearance 

rate on homicide investigations, 

compared to the national clearance 

rate of 65 percent. Homicides are rare 

in Sandy Springs, but the detectives 

commit all available man power into 

solving this most heinous of crimes.
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HIGH-PROFILE CASES
CONVICTED

28-day trial of Melvin “Lil Phat” Vernell III came to a con-

clusion with all defendants found guilty of murder.

ARRESTED
A 16-year-old mother, with infant child, and her boyfriend 

were arrested and charged with robbing and shooting a 

man who was selling his PlayStation on Craig’s List. The 

case gained national media attention and highlighted the 

potential danger of meeting strangers with valuables.

CHARGED
A drug deal/robbery occurred in the Target parking lot 

which resulted in a man being shot. One suspect was 

charged. Another has been identified, but remains at large. 

SUPPORT
A female was murdered by her estranged husband 

who then took his own life. SSPD conducted extensive 

follow-up on this case to assist with the wellbeing of a 

14-year-old surviving daughter.

ARRESTED
Serial armed robbery suspect Josia Farino was arrested 

after he robbed several Walgreen’s drug stores.

CONVICTED
Dr. Kelly Thrasher was arrested for child molestation, sex-

ual battery and practicing without a license. Thrasher was 

convicted and received 25 years in prison.

ARRESTED
Jahaziel Carter was arrested for the murder of Eric 

Chepkuto. The challenging case was solved due to an 

outstanding investigation by the Division.

CHARGED
A Title Max serial robber suspect was linked to more than 

30 similar robberies in metro area. SSPD took the lead 

with multi-jurisdictional investigators who ultimately 

identified the suspect. He is now in custody and has been 

charged. The Department is awaiting DNA results which 

could result in more charges.
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SENTENCED
There was a rash of truck thefts in 2014-2015. One truck 

was occupied when recovered by police in Conyers, al-

lowing the victim to identify the thieves. One perpetrator 

is currently serving 10 years, and another other is serving 

a sentence until 2020, when he will be extradited to Ful-

ton where he faces at least 10 more years in prison.

ARRESTED
Patrick Tyson was arrested for the murder of his mother. 

It was alleged that the crime was covered up by staging a 

fake burglary scene at their apartment.

ARRESTED
Sergio Torres, a deported felon, was arrested for possess-

ing stolen firearms and large quantities of illegal sub-

stances. The case is pending federal prosecution through 

the ATF.

CAPTURED
Juan Rabadan was captured by border patrol as he 

attempted to return to Mexico after killing rival gang 

member Ricky Ovalle over a drug deal in Sandy Springs. 

Rabadan is currently in New Mexico awaiting extradition.

ARRESTED
Three teenagers were arrested and have plead guilty to a 

home invasion. They will testify against another teen that 

held a gun to the victim’s head while she was holding her 

eight-year-old daughter.

ARRESTED
Jayson Johnson, also known as “CB”, was arrested for 

selling heroin. This case significantly reduced heroin 

availability in North Fulton County.

ARRESTED
Rahim Madyun and Anthony Harris were arrested for 

more than 20 burglaries within Sandy Springs. The inves-

tigation also identified the pair as burglary perpetrators in 

other jurisdictions. Their victim’s included police officers 

and a Fulton County Assistant District Attorney. A search 

warrant yielded many of the stolen items, including Law 

Enforcement weapons and badges.

ARRESTED
Bryan Hale and Keshawna Reynolds were arrested and 

linked to more than ten burglaries in Sandy Springs, At-

lanta, Cobb, and Smyrna. 

ARRESTED
A man posing as a Target em-

ployee stole more than $80,000 

in cellphones. The man claimed 

to work for the Target Mobile 

Department and would leave 

with the phones. A second per-

petrator was also identified. Our 

investigation assisted Atlanta 

Police and Oxford, Ala. Police in 

identifying the perpetrator in 

their cases.

ARRESTED
Patrol responded, captured and 

arrested multiple suspects for 

breaking into cars on Glenridge 

Point Parkway. An SSPD ser-

geant fired at the vehicle as the 

suspects were driving toward 

him; the suspects’ vehicle had 

been stolen earlier in Atlanta. 

Two guns recovered. There were 

more than 100 warrants issued 

between the six suspects. Officer Brandon Godfrey takes the podium 

in the SSPD press conference room.
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SSPD’s Criminal Investigation Division is a world-class investigative team. The Department ensures that Detectives and 

Investigators have access to the latest technology, and they are able to leverage technology to not only solve crimes 

in Sandy Springs, but to also aid local and federal agencies with challenging investigations. CID procured the following 

during 2014 and 2015: 

ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY

CRIME SCENE SCANNER
Crime Scene Investigators utilize a laser-based scanner to capture multi-dimensional images from a crime 

scene. The associated software builds a highly accurate 3D model of the scene, which investigators use 

to perform activities traditionally performed on site, such as calculating the distance between points of 

evidence. Not only does this technology lessen the impact of investigators on a crime scene, it allows 

them to “reenter” the crime scene at a later date to reexamine the evidence. In 2014, the FBI asked Sandy 

Springs Detectives to assist them with a crime scene investigation at Vickery Park in Roswell where pipe 

bombs were located. Our Crime Scene Investigators utilized the Scanner system to virtually recreate the 

crime scene to assist in solving the crime.

COMPUTER FORENSICS LAB
The addition of a Computer Forensics Lab allows highly trained Investigators to extract data from comput-

ers and smart phones seized during an investigation. Even if data has been “wiped” by the user, it can ofter 

be recovered using the latest in drive-recovery techniques.

DIGITAL VIDEO RECORDING SYSTEM
When Detectives conduct interviews at SSPD headquarters, they are videotaped and archived. Previously 

this was done using physical analogue tapes. The new digital recording system allows Detectives to quick-

ly access interview footage automatically archived on the SSPD server from their individual computers. 

Operations | Criminal Investigations DivisionOperations | Criminal Investigations Division

Crime Scene Investigator, Detective Jeff Brown creates a 

3D model of a crime scene using a laser-based scanner.
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The CSI Evidence Collection Vehicle enables 

Crime Scene Investigator Jeff Inman to 

conduct his work at the scene of a crime.

CRIME SCENE VEHICLE
In 2015, the SSPD added a mobile crime scene investi-

gation lab. The vehicle is equipped with a professional 

sketch kit, rechargeable evidence vacuum, hand-held 

metal detector, anti-putrefaction mask kit, cyanow and 

cyanoacrylate fuming kit, mastershake-n-cast impression, 

standard photo documentation kit, along with other gear 

that the crime scene investigators use routinely.
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One of the many highlights for the Street Crimes Unit during the last two 

years was their success in dismantling youth gangs and reforming young 

offenders. The unit observed 15-18 year olds experimenting with forming 

gangs and committing the modern version of stealing lunch money, with 

the “lunch money” now a cell phone that might be worth anywhere up 

to $900. Officers realized that this type of “Robbery by Intimidation,” if 

left unchecked, would easily escalate into “Robbery by Force” (physically 

hurting victims) or Armed Robbery (threatening with a weapon) as well as 

other criminal activities.

The SCU identified a trend, dedicated investigative resources, and in-

tervened. Because of their efforts, three youth gangs were successfully 

dismantled during 2014 and 2015.

In many cases, family members were unaware of the youths‘ 

activities. Because of the actions of the Unit, families be-

came involved and took measures to move their children 

away from negative influences. This type of policing not 

only makes our streets safer, but it ultimately improves 

the lives of everybody living within our community.

YOUTH REFORM
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The officers of the Street Crimes Unit 

(SCU) are tasked with serving war-

rants, making arrests and conducting 

field investigations. While their col-

leagues in the Criminal Investigations 

Division spend much of their time be-

hind a computer or in the crime scene 

lab, SCU officers conduct most of 

their work on the street. And not only 

within Sandy Springs; the unit also 

travels statewide to arrest suspects 

who are wanted in Sandy Springs co-

ordinating with U.S. Marshals to arrest 

suspects outside of Georgia.

Formerly known as the Crime 

Suppression Team, in March 2014, 

SCU changed out of black, mili-

tary-style uniforms as SSPD redefined 

the unit to become a versatile plain 

clothes unit capable of adapting to 

the challenges of modern policing. 

Dressed in street clothes, officers of-

ten solves crimes simply by talking to 

people in our community. However, 

the Unit retains its tactical ability with 

intense officer training.

SSPD dedicates  ex tensive 

resources to property crimes, and as 

part of the Unit’s 2014 restructuring, 

it doubled in size from four members 

to eight. SCU officers use investiga-

tive techniques, traditionally reserved 

for crimes against persons, to solve 

property crimes, something which is 

rarely seen in America.
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Just like their colleagues in the Street 

Crimes Unit, members of the Special 

Investigations Unit (SIU) are plain-

clothes officers that often stand next 

to you in the checkout line. Their focus 

is primarily on reducing narcotics, vice 

and gang related activity in the city. 

Combining their extensive experience 

with surveillance, interviews and house 

calls, members of the SIU also work 

closely with federal and local agencies 

to investigate and solve crimes. 

The SIU follows up on the tips 

it receives from a variety of sources, 

including using social media chan-

nels like Facebook, where people 

feel more comfortable reporting 

crimes they witness. One of the true 

strengths of this unit is the relation-

ships they’ve built within the commu-

nity. Many of the Unit’s officers have 

been working in Sandy Springs since 

the beginning of the City’s formation. 

These personable officers are experts 

in psychology and are highly skilled 

in interviewing techniques. Most 

importantly, they know how to listen. 

Dressed in civilian clothes, they are 

less intimidating than a uniformed of-

ficer, which allows SIU teammembers 

to quickly gain trust and encourages 

informants to open up and share 

case-solving information.

SPECIAL 
INVESTIGATIONS 
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ISSUED
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Operations | Partnerships

The Department’s dedication to keeping Sandy Springs a safe community 

sometimes requires partnering with other local, state and federal agen-

cies. These partnerships also enable our officers to extend their expertise 

beyond city boundaries, sharing their professionalism and best practices 

to assist partner agencies in solving crimes that have a Sandy Springs 

connection. 
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The Sandy Springs Police Depart-

ment’s Traffic Unit strives to make the 

city’s roads and highways safer, but 

that goal is not accomplished by sim-

ply writing tickets. During 2014/2015, 

3,095 warnings were issued as officers 

took the opportunity to educate driv-

ers about driving responsibly.

The Traffic Unit is dedicated to 

apprehending hit and run offenders. 

While most accidents are resolved 

amicably, there are times when the 

responsible party flees the scene and 

attempts to avoid paying for the dam-

age they have caused. In 2014, 114 hit 

and run arrests were made by SSPD.

The highly educated accident 

investigators in the Traffic Unit use 

advanced physics calculations to 

deconstruct traffic accidents from the 

resulting wreckage. Drawing from 

thousands of hours of training, the 

investigators can determine how an 

accident occurred, who was at fault, 

and if it is appropriate to file charges.

Over the last two years, the Unit 

has continued to contribute to State 

initiatives like the Click-it or Ticket 

seat belt enforcement campaign, 

and Operation Zero Tolerance which 

targets impaired drivers through 

concentrated patrols and sobriety 

checkpoints.

TRAFFIC UNIT
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In an effort to combat impaired and aggressive drivers, the Georgia Gover-

nor’s Office of Highway Safety partners with local law enforcement agen-

cies to maintain the Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic program 

(H.E.A.T.). The Sandy Springs Police Department receives an annual grant 

from the State which it uses to operate two H.E.A.T. patrol vehicles on our 

city’s highways and side streets.

During the last two years, the Sandy Springs H.E.A.T. Unit was responsible 

for 52 percent of traffic citations issued by SSPD. But the Unit’s work does 

not stop with highway safety... the Unit made 90 non-traffic related arrests 

and apprehended 26 fugitives.
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N O  O R D I N A R Y 
RUSH HOUR
The ice storm that shut down the metro Atlanta area at the end of January 

2014 was unforgettable to area residents, but more so for one family.

Baby Grace’s parents were on their way to Northside Hospital and literally 

stuck on I-285 when Grace decided it was her time to arrive. 

As Sandy Springs Police Officer Tim Sheffield arrived on scene, he quickly 

went into action. Sheffield and the baby’s father assisted the mother, and 

they were able to deliver the baby inside the car on the shoulder of the 

highway. Once the Grace was born, emergency services transported her 

and her parents to the hospital.

This special delivery made national news, and Officer Sheffield became 

the personification of heroism in the midst of the paralyzing winter storm. 

This is just one story that is indicative of all the SSPD Officers and their 

aptitude to do whatever it takes to help people in our community.

Operations | K9 Unit

The saying goes that dogs are man’s 

best friend, and that is something 

that the human members of the SSPD 

K9 Unit can attest to emphatically.

Part of the Special Operations 

Division, the K9 Unit was founded 

during SSPD’s inception. The four 

K9 members of the Unit are Belgian 

Malinois. This breed is selected for 

its natural aptitude, excellent nose 

and keen intellect. The K9s undergo 

16-32 hours of training each month, 

including exercises to hone their 

drive for tracking people. This is 

especially useful in missing persons 

cases involving children and the 

elderly. The K9s are also trained in 

drug detection, apprehension, 

location searches, and evidence 

recovery. I t ’s interesting to 

note that the SSPD dogs are 

imported from the Royal Dutch 

Police Dog Association in the 

Netherlands, which is renown 

for breeding world class work-

dogs. Our K9 officers travel to 

Europe to personally select the most 

talented animals. These dogs re-

spond to commands given in Dutch, 

but it’s more of how a command is 

given than what is actually said that 

mobilizes these intelligent animals. 

The abil ity of  these dogs, 

coupled with due diligence and 

excellent follow-up of the human 

counterparts, has earned the re-

spect of surrounding jurisdictions 

and Federal agencies. The SSPD 

K9 Unit provides mutual aid to the 

Drug Enforcement Administration 

(DEA), U.S. Marshals Service and the 

Department of Homeland Security. 

The SSPD K9 Unit’s stellar reputation 

has earned it the distinction of being 

one of the main units to support 

the U.S. Postal Service in the Atlanta 

Field Division. 

In 2014, one of the Unit ’s 

Belgian Malinois was selected as 

K9 Cop magazine’s Working Dog of  

the Month.

K9 UNIT
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The Sandy Springs Police Department continues to lead in the fight to 

reduce violent crime. In fact, violent crime in Sandy Springs during 2014 

and 2015 was so low that according to the FBI, Atlanta’s violent crime rate 

was more than thirty times higher by comparison. This trend is enabling 

the Department to dedicate more resources to reducing property crime.

C R I M E 
S TAT I S T I C S

Despite the growing population in Sandy Springs, 

in both the residential and business communities, 

the Sandy Springs Police Department continues to 

see a slight decrease in crime. Overall crime during 

2014/2015 was down 5 percent verses 2012/2013. 

This can be attributed to a committed police force 

and a responsive community. 

5% REDUCTION IN 
OVERALL CRIME

18%
VERSES 
2012/13

VIOLENT 
CRIME DOWN

Operations | Crime Statistics

PUBLIC AWARENESS OF CRIME 
HELPS REDUCE CAR BREAK-INS

With car break-ins on the rise nationally, the Sandy Springs Police De-

partment has made a concerted effort to raise public awareness about 

what our communitymembers can do to reduce their risk of becoming 

a target. The three percent reduction of car break-ins in Sandy Springs 

runs counter to the rising national figures and has been attributed to 

the Department’s initiatives. If you are not doing so already, the SSPD 

advises the following precautions: 

1. Always lock your car and avoid leaving valuables in your car.

2. If you must leave items in your car, hide them from view in 

the trunk or glove compartment. You might know that there 

is nothing valuable in a bag, but a criminal doesn’t, and may 

break your car window to find out.

3. If you leave electronics chargers plugged in, make sure the 

unused end of the cable is visible from outside of the car. If the 

cable runs down under a seat or into a center-console, a thief 

may be enticed to break-in with hope that there’s a phone 

charging on the end.

OUR COMMUNITY RESPONDS
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Although we’ve seen a 4.5 percent reduction in property crime verses 

2012/2013, it still accounts for 95 percent of the crime in the city.

BUSINESS BURGLARIES
In 2014/2015, there were 226 business burglaries reported compared to 

217 in 2012/2013. The most common business burglary scenario involved 

“smash-and-grab” tactics on glass storefronts targeting retail “mom and 

pop” stores. These trends are similar to other Atlanta-Metro area cities.

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARIES
Residential burglary decreased by 11 percent; however, the Department 

continues to see an upward trend in “door-kick” burglaries 

at apartment complexes. Community officers are 

engaging not only leasing management, but apartment 

complex ownership, in efforts to create a more secure 

environment. Many burglaries are committed by 

those living near, or actually within, the complex 

where a crime occurred. Background checks and 

“Safe-House” initiatives have been introduced 

by apar tment complexes to encourage 

a more responsible customer base for  

those communities. 

FIGHTING THEFT

Community Officer Cory Begeal talks with a Sandy 

Springs resident at a local apartment complex.

4.5%
VERSUS 
2012/13

PROPERTY 
CRIME DOWN
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A D M I N I ST R AT I O N 
&  S U P P O RT

Members of the Sandy Springs community can easily identify SSPD Patrol 

Officers on their beat, keeping our city safe. But behind the scenes, there are 

men and women working tirelessly to support the Department. One example 

is the Criminal Intelligence Unit, which is responsible for the identification of 

crime trends to ensure that the Department’s resources are deployed in an 

optimal manner. The Unit accomplishes this task by analyzing data to identify 

crime patterns and geographical crime hot spots, increasing the chance that 

our officers will be in the right place at the right time.

Other support functions include property, evidence and records man-

agement, recruitment and training, and maintenance of the Department’s 

fleet of vehicles. Staffmembers responsible for these functions are dedicated 

to ensuring that SSPD remains a world-class police force at every level.

A great source of pride and support for the Department is our volunteer 

Citizens on Patrol program. These community members volunteer their time 

to perform essential public safety functions such as assistance with traffic con-

trol at accident sites and festivals, assistance with the SSRV and conducting 

house checks for residents who are away from home.

Micah Patrick, the Manager of 

the Criminal Intelligence Unit, 

contributes to an investigation 

behind the scenes.

Law enforcement is a demanding profession. The Officers and Detectives of the Sandy 

Springs Police Department draw strength from the team that supports them.
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PROPERTY, EVIDENCE 
& RECORDS
Comprehensive record keeping is 

critical for keeping a police depart-

ment running efficiently. This essen-

tial function can be a deciding factor 

in whether a detective is able to solve 

a crime. 

The Georgia Crime Information 

Computer (GCIC) Unit,  located 

in the Chatcomm 9-1-1 facility, is 

responsible for accessing classified 

information such as criminal histories, 

vehicle checks, and other sensitive in-

formation used during investigations.

The Property and Evidence Unit 

is responsible for the storage of thou-

sands of articles of property that are 

submitted as evidence for criminal 

cases by officers of the Department. 

The Unit receives, processes, safely 

stores and secures these items. The 

integrity of the evidentiary chain of 

custody is maintained until a dispo-

sition is rendered, or the property is 

returned to it’s rightful owner.

The Records Department is 

responsible for the management 

and organization of thousands of 

police reports and pouring permit 

applications filed by the public each 

year. The Department also provides 

insurance companies and the general 

public with traffic accident reports.
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The Sandy Springs Georgia Crime Information Computer Unit was con-

tacted by a detective needing assistance as part of an investigation into 

a bank robbery. GCIC was given information on the suspect: a white male 

who was approximately six feet tall with a medium build. The detective 

also provided the Unit with a possible name, obtained from the suspect’s 

friend. 

The GCIC Unit searched their databases looking for an individual who 

closely matched the limited information. Although there was little data 

to work with, within 10 minutes, GCIC was able to locate a match. The 

detective was provided with the individual’s criminal history and driver’s 

license photo, which was used as a comparison with a photo provided by 

the bank, providing a match on the suspect. Warrants were issued by 

Sandy Springs Police. 

The information retrieved from GCIC was entered into the 

National Crime Information Computer for the suspect’s 

arrest, and subsequently, the information allowed other 

agencies to also obtain warrants after connecting the 

suspect to additional crimes. 

GCIC AT WORK

1,900

G
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IA
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E INFORMATION CO
M
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TER

WARRANT 
ENTRIES
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The individuals who wear the Sandy 

Springs Police Department’s badge 

share the common desire to make 

an impact and a difference every day. 

The department is staffed by men 

and women who value being part 

of a team where they are respected 

within the department and in the 

community they serve – these are 

police officers that know they have 

the opportunity to save lives and 

to change lives. With these values 

in mind, new recruits are carefully 

selected, and officers are routinely 

trained to ensure that the Sandy 

Springs Police Department continues 

to be a world-class police force.

When selecting new recruits, 

recruitment officers conduct back-

ground investigations and coordinate 

physiological and polygraph testing. 

During the last two years, SSPD 

received 548 applications for full and 

part-time employment.Training is an 

on-going and essential element for 

the Sandy Springs Police Department. 

More than 13,000 hours were devot-

ed to training in 2014 and 2015 for 

the department’s 151 staff members. 

In addition to training to 

enhance the team’s professional 

skills, SSPD equally invested in the 

physical well-being and conditioning 

of its staff. Construction of the Sandy 

Springs Police Gymnasium was 

completed in 2014. The gym offers a 

state-of-the-art facility with 24-hour 

access. Equipment includes free 

weight, machines and cardio equip-

ment, as well as a physical training 

area complete with a spring-resistant 

flooring designed to soften impact. 

The facility and equipment were paid 

for entirely through drug seizure 

funds.

Training is also provided by our 

SSPD officers within the community. 

SSPD works closely with the city’s 

businesses on crime prevention 

strategies from firearms skills training, 

personal safety skills to procedures to 

help ensure a building is efficiently 

evacuated during an emergency. 

RECRUITMENT & TRAINING SSPD K9 Officers are constantly training 

to maintain a high level of excellence.

• 17 full-time officers

• 7 part-time officers

• 5 GCIC specialists

NEW RECRUITS
• 1 full-time permit clerk

• 1 full-time records supervisor

• 1 GIS analyst
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VEHICLES & EQUIPMENT
Known for their distinct and professional design, the San-

dy Springs Police Department’s patrol cars and additional 

special purpose vehicles are highly recognizable reminders 

of the department’s presence within and around the com-

munity. Many times, SSPD officers are the first responders 

on the scene of an incident, and the department’s well-

equipped fleet of 175 vehicles are critical components to 

a positive outcome.

• 37 new vehicles

• Upgraded mobile data terminals 

throughout the fleet.

• Upgraded mobile video camera 

systems throughout the fleet.

The Department completed a 

green initiative at Police Head-

quarters, replacing florescent 

light fixtures and magnetic 

ballasts throughout the building 

with LED bulbs. Occupancy sen-

sors were installed, so lights turn 

off automatically when staff are 

not in their offices. The changes 

save tax dollars by reducing the 

Departments’ energy footprint.

2014/2015 FLEET IMPROVEMENTS
LED LIGHTING

In the fall of 2014, Sandy Springs Police launched a pilot 

program designed to help motorists with roadside prob-

lems on the surface streets of Sandy Springs. Manned 

by part-time police officers and 13 Citizens on Patrol 

volunteers who have received additional training, the new 

Sandy Springs Emergency Response Vehicle, is outfitted to 

be the first response to incidents on surface streets. Due 

to the success of the pilot program, a second vehicle was 

added in 2015.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE VEHICLE

• Refurbished 9 vehicles

• Upgraded communications 

systems throughout the fleet.

• Integrated propane systems 

into certain fleet vehicles.
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Partnering with the community is a core value within 

the Sandy Springs Police Department. Although the 

Department is only 10 years old, the relationships the 

force has built within the community runs deep and solid. 

Community programs including Business Watch, Child 

Safety Classes, Construction Watch, Crime Prevention, 

Neighborhood Watch and Senior Safety underscore the 

Department’s commitment to the community by keeping 

the officers visible and accessible.

The Citizens Police Academy  

(CPA) offers residents an opportu-

nity to learn about the Sandy Springs 

Police Department from within the 

Department.

Participants of the 12-week 

course get to know the police 

officers and gain insight into how 

they keep the community safe. The 

course works to develop an accurate 

perception of what a police uniform 

represents and friendships are 

built between our officers and our 

residents. Many of our Citizen Police 

Academy graduates have gone on to 

participate in Citizens on Patrol.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

CITIZENS 
POLICE 
ACADEMY

Citizens on Patrol (COPS) is a popular volunteer program that allows cit-

izens the opportunity to assist Sandy Springs Police in a variety of ways. 

COPs provide “eyes and ears” to the Department, as well as assistance in 

traffic-related incidents, conducting house checks on residences when the 

owners are out of town, and supporting our SSPD team at special events. 

Unit members are graduates of the 12-week Citizens Police Academy and 

12-week Citizens on Patrol training program.

CITIZENS ON PATROL

PATROLLED 
87,881 MILES

WORKED 
21,558 HOURS

WORKED 
2,237 SHIFTS

CONDUCTED 
2,245 RESIDENTIAL 

CHECKS

ISSUED 
2,574 HANDICAPPED 
PARKING VIOLATIONS

Chief of Police, Ken DeSimone 

shows a young man a patrol car 

sharing the message that if he 

needs assistance, he can always 

seek help from a police officer.

63C
IT

IZ
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S POLICE ACAD
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Y

PARTICIPANTS 
IN 2014/15
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Established in 2010 as an extension of scouting programs (Boy Scouts and 

Girls Scouts), Sandy Springs Police Explorers are comprised of young men 

and women, ages 14-21, who wish to learn about law enforcement and 

police operations. Explorers meet weekly and compete in regional and 

national competitions.

The Explorers competed in the Metro Atlanta Police 

Explorer Championships.

SSPD sent program members to the State Explorer 

Academy — a week long academy. SSPD Police 

Explorers participated in the State Explorer 

Championships at GPSTC.

The Explorers participated in the Exploring Experience 

in Blairsville Georgia. This was a camping event with 

activities.

SSPD Police Explorers took 4th place in Crime Scene 

Investigation at the 2014 Winterfest Southeast Police 

Explorer Championships in Gatlinburg, Tenn.

POLICE EXPLORERS

FEB
2014

The Sandy Springs Police Department, 

in partnership with the Sandy Springs 

Gun Club and Range, offers a basic gun 

safety class to members of our com-

munity. The three-hour class is held 

once per month. In 2014/2015 158 

attendees took part in the program.

FIREARMS 
SAFETY

The self defense class teaches women 

reality-based martial arts, and incor-

porates practical, easy-to-remember 

techniques for physical resistance in 

case of an assault. The curriculum is 

covered during a single session and 

is available to our residents six times 

each year. We had 163 women empow-

ered by the class during 2014/2015.

WOMEN’S 
SELF DEFENSE

The Sandy Springs Police Depart-

ment offers Teen Driving Classes 

8-10 times per year. The class is 

limited to 15-20 teens and their par-

ents, and is designed for 14 ½ to 17 

year-olds who are about to get, or 

have recently received their learner’s 

permit or Class D license. The class 

covers the dangers of distracted 

driving, common high risk behaviors 

exhibited by teens, criminal and 

civil legal concerns, crash dynamics 

and occupant protection, as well 

as understanding the Teenage and 

Adult Driver Responsibility Act and 

Joshua’s Law. For parents, we discuss 

coaching techniques that can help 

teens learn to become better drivers.

As this program is classroom 

based without driving involved, 

there is no requirement to hold a 

drivers permit or license.

TEEN DRIVING THEORY

C O M M U N I T Y  C L A S S E S

APR

JUN

SEP

2014

2014

2014
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The Explorers competed in the Explorers Tactical 

competition in Paulding County where they took 1st 

place in High Risk Warrant and Sniper Challenge and 2nd 

place in the Escaped Inmate event.

The Explorers won 3rd place in Cell Extraction at the 

Metro Atlanta Championship for Explorers (M.A.C.E.) in 

Austell , Ga.

The Explorers delivered toys collected by the Sandy 

Springs Police Department to patients at Scottish Rite 

Children’s Hospital.

At the Explorer State Academy, one Explorer received the 

Academic Certificate for achieving the highest grade in the 

2015 class. At the State Competition, the Explorers came 

in second in the overall competition, second in Unknown 

Trouble competition, and third in the Drill & Ceremony. 

Explorers visited the Woodruff Scout Camp in Blairsville, 

Ga. This weekend camping event included numerous 

activities such as fishing, hiking, sporting events, and 

non-competitive law enforcement scenarios.

The Explorers competed against more than 50 other 

departments in the 2015 Winterfest Southeast Police 

Explorers Competition. The team won 1st place in Officer 

Survival and 3rd place in Suspicious Death.

FEB

APR

JUN

JUN

OCT

DEC

2015

2015

2015

2015

2015

2015
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Our officers enjoy the opportunity to get to know our residents and 

business community in fun, informal settings. 2014/2015 events included:

• National Night Out

• Hustle for Hero’s 5k Run

• Police & Fire Games Fishing Tournament

• Sandy Springs Police Benevolent Golf Tournament

• Woodland Elementary School’s Night of Mystery

• Special Olympics

• Flag Placement for the Jewish War Veterans of America 

Police Explorers take part in the ceremony at Greenwood Cemetery 

every Memorial Day and Veterans Day

• Georgia Motor Trucking Association (GMTA) Truck Driving 

Championship - DUI Exhibition

• Ear Force at Spalding Drive Elementary School 

Monthly program where first graders read to a police officer

• School Career Days and Health Fairs 

Ison Springs Elementary, Dunwoody Springs Elementary, Spalding 

Drive Elementary, Sandy Springs Middle and Riverwood High

• Sandy Springs Festival

• Youth Leadership Sandy Springs - Public safety program
K9 Officer James Reynnells answers questions 

from children during the National Night Out.
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