

44.) Community “Safe Routes to School Program”

Public schools in Sandy Springs are governed by the Fulton County School System.  Sandy Springs has eight public elementary schools, two middle schools, and two high schools as well as 19 private schools.  Although the City has promoted the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program through providing information and encouragement to the K-8 schools, ultimately it is the school system(s) that decide to promote, manage, and participate in SRTS programs within each individual school.  

The City of Sandy Springs has undertaken both policies and programs to promote and enhance alternative mode routes, access, and safety around the public and private schools within its corporate limits in support of the SRTS five E’s: Evaluation, Encouragement, Education, Engineering, and Enforcement.  In its adopted 2008 Transportation Master Plan, Policy 9 recommended improving sidewalks and bicycle routes to schools.  The adopted 2027 Comprehensive Plan guiding principles E and F include policies to promote pedestrian and bicycle travel modes and access to parks and community facilities and serve residential and neighborhood mobility including placing priority on, “traffic calming, sidewalk implementation, transit access, crossing safety… a “Safe Routes to School” program, traffic calming, sidewalk implementation and refurbishment, and coordination with MARTA regarding bus stop locations and crossing locations.”  The current Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trail Plan process has evaluated the existing pedestrian and bicycle network to identify bicycle and pedestrian needs connecting to and around the City’s schools.

In 2008, Sandy Springs adopted a Sidewalk Program to fund capital sidewalk improvements throughout the City.  A major focus has been on providing sidewalk connections to schools.  As noted in the project scoring criteria, “Walking becomes an alternative form of transportation when located near a private or public school. Therefore, this will increase the justification for a project.”  To date, Sandy Springs has made a significant investment in the sidewalk capital program, which includes improved pedestrian access to schools (see Sidewalk Program policy).  

Traffic safety around public schools is supported through the installation of school zones and beacons as well as Radar Speed Feedback Signs (RSFS).  Beginning in 2011, Sandy Springs has installed RSFS within schools zones at ten public schools (21 RSFS) and four private schools (7 RSFS) (see sidewalk program map).

To encourage SRTS, Sandy Springs public works staff has routinely reached out to its K-8 school principals to communicate SRTS opportunities and participation in the program and grant funding.  In 2008 and 2010, Sandy Springs public works prepared SRTS infrastructure grant applications for Sandy Springs Middle School and Spalding Elementary School, respectively.  Staff has periodically communicated with the schools to encourage more active participation in SRTS activities, particularly the Georgia DOT Safe Routes to School Resource Center.  In 2013, Sandy Springs was successful in encouraging two private schools, The Davis Academy and The Epstein School, to participate in the Georgia Walk to School Day on March 6, 2013 (see press release).

To enforce safety around schools, the Sandy Spring Police Department and Traffic Unit routinely handle enforcement in the various school zones throughout the City.  
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